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A Slice of Fishing Heaven    by Mike Phillips, HSFC Newsletter Editor  

 
I have always found it interesting reading various fly fishing writers debating the best fresh water fish to catch on a fly 
rod.  One fish that usually makes it to the top of their lists or is near the top on a consistent basis is the smallmouth bass.  
I have had the opportunity to fish for this aggressive and acrobatic fish in numerous places, my home state of Michigan, 
Wall Canyon Reservoir in Nevada, and the John Day River in Oregon.  They did not disappoint!  I will never forget the 
smallmouth that hit my popper on a fly rod by coming out of the water behind it, jumping into the air, and coming down 
on top of the popper!  That smallie was 8” to 12” above the fly when he dive-bombed it.  It was with these thoughts in 
mind when I read about the Big K Ranch near Elkton, Oregon, an 8 ½ hour drive from here.  The Big K is a working 
ranch located on a twenty mile stretch of the Umpqua River know as the “Big Loop” and the ranch has eight miles of the 
river front property in the middle of this twenty mile stretch. They have access to eight different put-ins and take-outs to 
maximize your fishing opportunities.  This stretch of the river has a reputation for world class smallmouth fishing on a 
fly rod at a reasonable price.  The ranch practices catch and release on their portion of the river, so the smallies are nu-
merous and big.  The counts on their ranch from 4,000 to 7,000 smallies per mile.  I like to treat myself once a year to a 
different kind of fishing experience, so this place got my attention.  The past two years it has been an awesome 3 ½ day 
tuna fishing trip to Mexico out of San Diego.  Since I still have a freezer full of tuna, I decided this past March it was 
time to give the Big K Ranch a chance and rekindle my love of smallmouth fishing.  I scheduled it for mid-July, new 
moon time. 
 
I was not disappointed!  In the three days of fishing with a buddy on a guided drift boat provided by the ranch I caught 
approximately 150 smallies.  The largest was five pounds with numerous three and four pounders.  One of the amazing 
facets of this fishing was the visual nature of it.  Ninety-five percent of the fish I caught were sighted first, and then cast 
to with a stone fly or girdle bug using floating line.  You then set when you saw the fish take your offering.  If you 
waited to feel the take it was often too late.  This visual interaction was extremely satisfying.  The fights were of course 
awesome.   
 
You can catch 100 fish a day if you do not care about size.  But if you do care and want to hunt and catch big fish the 
numbers drop off to 20 to 40 fish a day.  Hey, many of us settle for one or two big fish a day in our local waters, so this 
is pretty good fishing on the Big K.  The fishing is as easy or advanced as you want it to be on the river.  The bigger the 
fish you pursue the more technical the fishing becomes.  It is a place you can take a rookie fly fisherman, your kids, and 
your wife, and they will do well.  The casting is short and the fish are numerous.  The guides, brothers Richard and Scott 
Wolfe, are top notch.  They are easy to talk to and have approximately 30 years combined experience fishing this area of 
the Umpqua River.  The lodge, cabins, and restaurant are also top notch.  July and August are great times to fly fish for 
smallmouth bass.  The weather is pretty good this time of year.  We drift fished from approximately 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM with lunch packed by the lodge.  Dinner was from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.  I tended to eat early, so I could wet wade in the 
evening until it got dark   Hey, a guy has to quit fishing sometimes.  I worry about myself going to Alaska were the sun 
does not set for months; when would I stop fishing?  I enjoyed myself so much I plan on going again next year in July.  
If anyone is interested in going this August feel free to contact me at 775-256-4610.  You won’t regret it! 
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2010 HSFC Officers 
Dan Sedergren President 775-265-2767 
Unfilled Vice President  
Jim Gronski Treasurer 775-790-3750 
Unfilled Recording Secretary  
 
2010 HSFC Board of Directors  
Don Stockman Membership 775-265-2825 
Mike Matuska Conservation 775-884-0394 
Jim Norton Education 775-265-3121 
Ken Baldwin Webmaster 775-849-3920 
 
At Large  
Ron & Linda Sanstrom 775-782-1152 
Mike Turnipseed  775-782-4254 
Roger Arthur Fund Raising 775-265-2825 
Unfilled Fish Master  
Mike Phillips Newsletter Editor 775-265-4610
  

TENTATIVE FISH OUT SCHEDULE FOR 2010 
 Feb. 21          Sunday         Hinkson Slough 
 March 28      Sunday         Rosachi Ranch 
 April 25         Sunday  Pyramid Lake   
 May 23         Sunday  Upper Twin Lake                              
 June 27          Sunday  Upper Twin Lake 
 July 18         Sunday         Silver King Creek 
 August  29     Sunday        West Walker River  
 Sept.              Sunday         TBA 
               Oct.               Sunday         TBA      
               Nov.              Sunday         TBA                                                              

August General Meeting Presentation     by Dan Grizzly Wulff Sedergren, HSFC President 

The August meeting will be held on August 18th at 7:00 P.M. at the Carson Valley Methodist Church.  This month’s 
guest speaker is Jan Nemec, author of the Fly Fisher’s Guide to Nevada.  Jan was suppose to present at our July meeting 
but due to unforeseen circumstances was unable to make it.  His book was published in January 2010, this 322 page 
book covers everything you need to know about fishing in Nevada.  Prior to assuming the job as manager of the Orvis 
Reno Store, Jan was a licensed guide and commercial fly tier based in Truckee, CA and is a regular contributor to Sierra 
Fly Fisher Magazine.  Do not forget to bring some money for the raffle.  See you there! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
  

    
    

My big smallmouth bass taken on a golden 
stone.  He was 21 inches.  He gave me an 
awesome fight. 

This is a typical rock ledge that we fished 
for smallies. 

A view of the Umpqua River. Our guide, Richard, and his boat. 
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July Fish Out Results                by Dan Grizzly Wulff Sedergren, HSFC President 

Silver King Fish Out  
 
On Sunday, 18 July 2010 twelve stalwart adventurers made their way to Little Antelope Pack Station high above Cole-
ville, California.  The group included Bonnie and Jackie Koster, Cy Haines, Dan and Dottie Sedergren, Jim and Linda 
Gronski, Steve and Janet Dexter, Howard Brown, and Dr Perry and his son Gavin.  Once horses and mules were as-
signed and the gear loaded we set off for the 4.5 mile trip into Long Valley and Silver King Creek.  The trail from the 
pack station to the high meadow climbs steeply up a series of tight switchbacks among the pine and aspen trees, fi-
nally breaking out above tree-line.  Looking back to the east we could see the pack station and beyond the Walker Val-
ley.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The trail reaches an elevation of 8800 feet as it crosses the saddle before starting its descent to Silver King Creek.  
Strung out along the trail we look northward towards the headwaters of the East Fork of the Carson River and the high 
peaks of the Carson Range.  Along the way we saw Basque carvings on the Aspen trees, left by sheep herders that 
summered their flocks here.  A large stacked stone marker sits atop the saddle and marks grazing territories.  A similar 
marker can be seen near Monitor Pass, and another is visible when you look south. 
 
 
             
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The descent to the creek takes us down nearly a thousand feet.  One can’t help but notice that the trip back out on foot 
would entail a long climb up an exposed west facing slope with only two shade trees along the trail.  With the creek 
insight, the pack animals smell the water and pickup the pace.  In fact Gavin’s horse broke and made a dash for the 
stream.  We crossed Silver King twice as we worked are way south to Long Valley where we finally called a halt, and 
established our base of operations. 
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Some of the group headed up meadow to fish the pocket water above Long Valley, others stayed in the valley, and a 
couple of us dropped down to fish the pocket water below the valley.  The pocket water consisted of a series of plunge 
pools and short runs.  Willing wild rainbows were everywhere, and didn’t seem to have a fly preference; they ate any-
thing.  The meadow sections are a series of serpentine bends where the stream often winds up doubling back on itself.  
Undercut banks, riffles, and small pools each hold an abundance of small, willing fish whose appetites include anything 
that passes by.  A big fish in this area is 8 inches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All too soon it was time to mount up and head home; it was particularly too soon for those of us who haven’t been on 
horseback for a number of years (know I know why they spend those big bucks on those padded saddles).  The trip out 
was a little quicker than the trip in as the animals were ready to shed their loads and be rid of us.   We left Long Valley 
about 5:15 and were back at the pack station a little after 7.  A quick, unscientific survey of the participants indicated sev-
eral things; there were a lot of very sore backsides, no one was anxious to climb back on a horse, and everyone would 
do it again if the opportunity presented itself.   If you missed this year’s trip with the group we may have good news.  As 
many of you know, Silver King was scheduled to be poisoned the end of August as part of a plan to re-establish the Pai-
ute Cutthroat trout.  Due to a lack of funding, the plan is being delayed at least a year.  If there is enough interest we’ll try 
and schedule another trip next year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A Big Thank You from Reel Escape                       by Mickey and Bonnie 

A big “THANK YOU” from Bonnie, Liz, and Mickey for all the support for our 1st annual Reel Escape for 
Women.  Because we don't want to forget anyone, this goes out to ALL who volunteered as a buddy, setting up for 
meals, cleaning up, providing snacks, chips, beverages, fruit, salads, water, gifts for the participants, monetary dona-
tions, equipment used for the day, giving of time as medical personnel , and amateur radio operators.  Thank you 
again! We couldn't have done this without your support.  
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August Fish Out– West Walker River         by Mike Phillips, HSFC Newsletter Editor   

Our August 29th fish out will be at the West Walker River in California, so don’t forget the California license for this 
one.  We plan on meeting for breakfast at the Meadow Cliff  Lodge and Restaurant at 8:00 AM. The Meadow Cliff Res-
taurant is about 35 minutes from Minden on 395, just north of Coleville.  You will see it on the right hand side of the 
road right in front of some awesome cliffs.  Then it’s off to the day use area on the West Walker River on 395 south of 
Walker to start fishing around 9:30 AM.  The day use area is marked with a sign (on the right side of the road), and the 
day use area  will be on the left hand side of 395.  Floating line will be the ticket with wet wading being okay.  Dry flies 
that might work include para-madame X, stimulator, hopper patterns, ants, and adams.  Nymphs that might do the trick 
include PT’s, stones, prince nymphs, hares ears, small disco, or caddis pupa sizes 16 or 18.  Buggers can work well, too.  
Peter’s yellow crystal bugger or olive, black, or brown buggers are worth a try.  Call Liz at work if you want some more 
current information. 

Eastern Sierra Focus             by CJ Webb, Virginia Lakes Resort Manager 

Fishing Report- 
UPPER OWENS has been average in trout size and flows and clarity good.  Work various areas and get away from all the 
traffic to locate those beastie boys in the deeper pools when some shade or undercut banks.  Pheasant Tails, tiger, olive 
zebra midges will get a lot of action under an indicator as in a stimulator (orange or tan).  Hope for a good breeze to 
have some blow-by for the mosquitoes. 
ROCK CREEK LAKE  has been good, and fish are still taking black olive Matukas and large streamers but some caddis 
action late in the day.   

Mosquito Flats is running high with tricky stream fishing, and the voracious mosquitoes are getting some great 
meals.  Road is clear all the way up to the trailhead.  Slower water will show results with ants and hoppers. 
CROWLEY LAKE  still suffers from algae bloom but should be dissipating fairly soon allowing catch and release fishers 
more area to fish now that bait is illegal after July 31st (hoorah, oops did I say that).  Reports state that deeper parts of 
the late have been producing in the 13 to 15 foot range.  Also, a few hefties showing up near the inlets in shallower wa-
ter.  Use Callibaetis adults and spinners, damsels, and my ever-favorite, the BWO adults/spinners (blue winged olive).  
Also try stripping damsels, perch imitations and colorful Hornberg imitations.  Go deep with bright sun and shallower 
when there is cloud-cover 
MAMMOTH LAKES BASIN  - Lake Mary and George have warmer water so try chocolate wooly buggers.  Water tempera-
ture is rising and floating is comfortable, use Elk hair Caddis #14, #16 Parachute Adams #16, Stimulators, and Beetles 
#14, Prince nymphs #16, and pleasant tails 14-18. 
HOT CREEK  water conditions are good with days seeing 68cfs and hatches excellent with Caddis, midges and PMD’ in 
the pm.  Fishing early and late on dries, scuds, WD40’s, stones and SJ worms.  Constant afternoon breezes so be ready 
to change up when conditions change.  Parachute Adams, Chernobyl ants #10-16, CDC Caddis or spotlight caddis.  
Olive birds nests in #18, Stalcups Caddis #10, and Flashback Optimidge, #18-20 Zebra midges, and #16-18 Flashy 
scuds in olive and dark olive./   Try some big streamers and Doc’s in black.  Arrive early or stay late and action will be 
optimum. 
SAN JOAQUIN conditions are great, but move out of the populated areas to get into some nice fish with dries.  Try 
Stimulators, large bushy wulffs, Royal coachman, or even Sierra Bright Dots sizes 14 to 16’s.  Get in early so you can 
drive your car and not take the shuttle.  
JUNE LOOP – Silver Lake was overstocked when DFG cleared it from possible Willow Flycatcher habitat.  They must 
be jumpin’ for joy down the canyon.  Probably anything will work that resembles trout food, but the standard streamers 
and caddis patterns will work early and late.  
LUNDY LAKE  beaver ponds are still producing with small dries early and late with a slight breeze on the water try Grif-
fith’s Gnat with a red head.  The Saddlebag hike via this route has melted and snow on the switchback section of the 
trail is gone.  Water is clear with the lake level still very high.  Flies doing well are olive crystal flash buggers, olive 
leeches, grey ghosts, and some good caddis action early and late when the breeze comes down canyon. 
VIRGINIA LAKES  has season tickets for tubers using a nymph under a stimulator or large Caddis pattern due to the huge 
numbers on the water early and late.  Some die-hards are still using olive flashy buggers with a full sink as the water 
temp is fairly consistent down to about 10 feet and it is still getting grabs.  Also try Twin Lakes Spec., and loads of 
dries along with black ants, black gnats, Griffith Gnats, and Rickard’s AP emerger, and Wiggle Tails. I’ve been using 
dries or emergers just under the surface, and took out a couple youngsters to wean them from bait to a fly-bubble and 



6 

 

 
they did real well using a Renegade, brown bi-visible and blue winged olive.  Yeah, now that’s fishing with a lot of ac-
tion for kids and it keeps them totally interested.  Just got two more heading down the path of a fly-rod.  NOTE:  Some 
reports stated that it was a slow start, but don’t believe everything you read.  Get to the source! 
GREEN CREEK has not been stocked this summer due to the logistics and constant abuse the stock trucks get if the 
road has not been graded.  Discussion is ongoing.  Will keep you updated if anything changes. 
BRIDGEPORT REZ or as some say “the other lake” has been doing well when the fish move into the cooler waters 
near inlets and channels near them.  You might be in for hold-over surprises, so practice on your knots.  Check the weed 
beds using streamers and near the east shore late when the “cruisers” come out.  Use some perch patterns, midges or cad-
dis near the weedy areas.  
EAST WALKER  – Flow currently is at 270cfs (cubic foot per second) and the mosquitoes are sadistic.  Check your bro-
ker to see if there is stock available in Cutter’s, might be a good investment for your portfolio.  Caddis may put you into 
poundage.  Early and late as usual and try those 2 fly rigs with midges.  It is wall to wall bodies on great days, but you 
can make your own day, trust me.  Learn some basic stream/river technology to improve your chances i.e., where the 
best oxygen is during peak heat of the day, preparation, equipment to bring, flies suited for time of day and water tem-
perature, etc. 
WEST WALKER  	� Water is at 180cfs, and there’s a lot of flat water to fish, and use one fly rig with tiger, crystal or 
flashback Zug.  If no results, move and use a two fly rig with stimulator as the top dog. This is standard for most of the 
summer until the terrestrials arrive which is in a few days.   
SADDLEBAG 
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The Internet Fly Fisherman  by Mike Phillips, HSFC Newsletter Editor  

August 2010- 
A website I like to visit from time to time is Ken’s Sporting Goods.  This outdoor store in Bridgeport, California has 
been around since 1931 serving fly fisherman and other outdoor enthusiasts .  I enjoy reading the up-to-date fishing re-
ports on the East and West Walker Rivers, Bridgeport Reservoir, Virginia Lakes, Kirman Lake, and Twin Lakes.  They 
also have guides that can take you to their local public, as well as, private waters.  I find their fly selection and advice 
on the flies to use in their local waters to be very good.  It is one of my saved favorite sites.  You can get to it by typing 
in www.kenssport.com  
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Reel Kids– A Big Thank You   by Jim Norton, HSFC Education 

REEL KIDS NUMBER THREE 
 
 Another awesome retreat for the brave cancer kids and their families was held on August 7 at the Pleasant Valley Pre-
serve. Cooperative trout, great weather, food and camaraderie combined to send the five participating families back to the 
“real world” with renewed hope and attitude to continue fighting this insidious disease. And what a great volunteer re-
sponse (as usual)!  Adequate words aren’t available to properly convey  how profound this day turned out, so we’d just 
like to offer our sincere thanks, and acknowledge the following volunteers: 
 
A special thanks to Don and Liz Weirauch and Jim Crouse for getting The Pond back to a productive fishable condition. 
 
Janelle Wilcks, Camp Cook, ably assisted by Terri Thomas, Mary Lawrence, and Roger Arthur, who doubled on the radio 
(great multi-tasker). Gourmet hot dogs always taste better in the woods. 
 
Camp Hosts Bob and Cy Haynes, along with Pattie Stalder once again did a terrific organization of the base camp. 
 
Mike Kingston, handling the two way radios and fly supply, and Tom Koster with his Roving Razer and canopy for the 
pond premises. 
 
And, of course, to all the “buddies” without whose skill, patience and compassion none of this would work :  Ron    
Bankofier, Russ and Judy Wickwire, Mike Phillips, Kurt Zeilenga, George Liddell, James Simmons, Dean Padgett, and  
Tim Stalder. 
 
  
 Reel Kids “Board of Directors” 
 
 Lizzie Dalton 
 Bob Macias 
 Todd Wilcks 
 Jim Norton 

A Good Caddis Imitation   by CJ Webb, Virginia Lakes Resort Manager 

Everyone has a wish list, a new rod, Ross reel, clear sinking line with perfect knots, and a money tree to provide these 
goodies.  Well trout are no different.  Their needs or epicurean delights are simple to learn and are a good investment in 
time.  The largest ugliest bug providing the best nutrition on a constant basis without having to expend much energy is 
what a trout would put on his list to Santa.  If I were a trout, God forbid, I would prefer a darkish gold caddis in huge 
numbers, a morsel with the silhouette of an angel, that is, if I were a trout.  This symmetrically designed bug has been 
the staple of most of the waters I fish in some form or another.  And how do I know this?  I visit places that produce 
enormous amounts of heat (restaurants) and check out the screens on their open windows to see what is seeking heat to 
sustain them through the night until the sun arrives to warm their body.  Of course, there are larger uglier bugs that trout 
would enjoy, but are random, and I believe caddis are a huge staple in the trout’s diet due to their numbers.  The best 
imitation you will ever find for a Caddis is made from a mammal that sheds water, is silky to the touch and a fast easy 
tie.  Can you guess it?  Next newsletter I’ll give you the name and instructions.   
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Edward Jones 
 
 Ron Bankofier, AAMS 
Investment Representative 
 
 1389-2 Lampe Drive 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
Bus. 775-782-9102  / FAX 775-782-9752 
Toll-free 888-567-4062 / Toll-free FAX 888-701-3215 
www.edwardjones.com 
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ROCK CREEK has been doing fairly well on 
large, of course, wooly buggers in dark pur-
ple, black or burgundy, still waiting to hear 
about the upper road. 
HOT CREEK - Breezy afternoons with flows 
around 90-94cfs Midges in the afternoon, 
BWO mid-day, and caddis by afternoon on 

warmer days and the dry fly action is nil, and if 
you are not getting takes, try some WD-40 in olive 
or black, #16 Zebra or Pheasant Tails or olive or 
grey Scuds #14-16, olive fox pupa #16, or Para-
chute Adams size 16-20.  Please stay out of the 
water to prevent the spread of New Zealand mud 
snails. 
CROWLEY - Water temperature is the only thing 
that will bring fish to net.  A thermometer will 
help locate the optimum temperature for feeding  
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Upcoming HSFC Events 
  
 HSFC General Meeting                               August 18 
  
  Fish Out at West Walker River             August 29  
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